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One of the harshest environments in the world is found at Death Valley National

Park. The valley's name was eamed in the 1850s. Ploneers trying to cross the valley
died in their search for gold. The name only tells part of the park’s story. It is also
known for its wildflowers, extreme heat, mountains, and salt flats. This Californian
Valley is worth a visit.
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ABOUT THIS PACKET

The Close Reading passage included in this packet is provided at 2 different reading levels, s0
that you may more easily differentiate your instruction. The informational content of the 2
versions is the same, but the reading levels are different. All question sheets are the same. This
makes it easy for you to provide an informational reading passage on each student's level, but
use the same question and activity sheets for the entire class!

NOTE:
The easier passage has @ - in the bottom left comer.
The more difficult passage has a A in the bottom left comer.
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Day | Title of Activity Purpose

Task 1:
Read and Annotate

1 Read passage for the first time. Use annotation symbols
to annotate. Answer surface level questions.

Read passage for the second time. Students choose
vocabulary words that are unknown to them and
complete the vocabulary activity using those words.

Task 2:
Vocabulary

Read passage ¢ third time. Students answer deeper
level questions, citing text evidence to support
answers.

Task 3:
Reread and Dig Deeper

Task 4:
Reread and Respond

students use the graphic organizer 1o identify the main
idea and supporting details of the passage.

Using the completed graphic organizer from Day 4,
students write a summary supporting details for the
passage.

Task 5:
Summarize

The reading levels for each differentiated passage are provided in this chart:

Passage Title Lexile Level

Death Valley: An Extreme
Environment
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Task 5 - Summarize
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Task 3 - Reread & Dig Deeper

Day:

F the following questions:

Task 2 - VOCABULARY

Task | - Read & Anno_'rafe

Name:

As you read through Death Valley for the first time, use your annotating marks

and write important notes in the margin.
Then, answer these questions:

Date:

fete the chart below, listing the main DEATH VALLEY
passage. —

Day:

pur words which are unfamiliar to you
pelow.

werful words or phrases.

words or phrases you do not understand.
Place a question mark near something that makes you think of a
question.
Write an exclamation mark near something that surprises you.
Draw an arrow where you make a personal connection to
certain words or ideas.
Write your important thoughts in the margins.

First Reading Questions:

1. What is this passage mostly about?

2. When did Death Valley earn its name?

3. How many miles of roads are in Death Valley National Park?

4. What is the highest peak in the park and how tall is it2

hent and how tall is it?

Valley, according to the passage.

P an endangered species?

Delail 2
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res in Death Valley2

5. How much rain, on average, does Death Valley receive each
year?

NO PREP!

Print and Go!
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First Reading Questions: Some answers may vary-

1. What is this passage mostly about?
This passage is mostly about Death Valley National Park ang
extreme environment.

2. When did Death valley earn its name?¢
it earned its name from pioneers who died trying fo Cross
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3. How many miles of roads are in Death Valle
There are 1,100 miles of roads in the g

4. What is the highest pg
The highest peg ’

It receive per year, on average.

DEATH VALLEyg Deeper

I What i

is the main i
Death v, ain ideq of

alley Nati the passq

exireme h ional Park is an apaer.

eat, mountains, and :O?”zﬂmng place known f

afs. or its wildf
Oowers,

Death Valley js
The hottest tem

After winter an
park.

a desert.
Perature ever re

s COl
9 spring rains, wi rded was 134 degrees F

dflower
S appear in some are.
as of the

3. What j
s the
The lowest .Ioweﬂ point on the
Point is Bagwq Snd h
ow tall s jt2

82 feet below seq leve|




