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Margin Notes

The History of Ame

From high school champ onship games to college bow
of people watch football games every year. The sport
has changed a lot through the years

American football began in colleges throughout the United S
On November 6, 1869, the first college football game was pl
Brunswick, New Jersey In the game, Rutgers beat Princeton
This first game was quite a bit like soccer. Harvard Universi

games in a rugby-soccer style, called the Boston Game
colleges were playing rugby-style football

So how did football change into the game we know today?
named Walter Camp played halfback and served as team
He made some big changes to the game First, a team W

pall after failing to move down the field in a certain numbel
started the 11-man team the line of scrimmage, the quarl
system we use today. Camp went on to coach the Yale U

1888-1892. He is known as the “Father of American Fool

The first championship game for the Intercollegiate Fool
n New York City on Thanksgiving Day in 1876. New Ye
main holiday for college football championships The “Ri
championship began in 1916. Itis stilla popular event U

The first professional football player was Yale's Williamy
earned $500 to play for the Allegheny Athletic Associal
Athletic Club in 1892. The popularity of football contini
{ootball officially began when four clubs joined togeth
Professional Football Association in 1920. In 1922, it
League (NFL)

Many NFL teams struggled dunng the Great Depres!
;|’(ﬂé!.\,\‘lm|kﬂ »otball picked up steam after World W
football right into the ving rooms of homes:
money to th wort. Talented players gained contra
thought po! . In fact, in 1965 rookie quarterbad
a record-breaking $427,000 with the NY Jets

brought

Other things have changed in the world of football
the first footballs used in the game were actually Pl
up, and then tied a knot on the end. Helmets wert
until the 1920s. Even then, they were made of sol
and gave little protection Shoes, padding, and
facemasks have also changed over time to
make the game safer

While the equipment and the game itself
have changed in many ways, people love
the sport more than r. It is now a great
American tradition Touchdown!
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Place a question mar below, listing four details supporting the statement.
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First Readlng Quest ( DEFINITION | SYNONYM .-_ * | Using the organizer from Task Y, write a summary of the passage. The main

Task 3 = Ra i | idea should be stated in your first sentence. Then use the four details to write

|. What is this passage mostfl N | four supporting sentences. Close your summary by restating the main idea
lame:

- [ Reread the passage The Hf “ 1|7 ASUMMARY OF THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN FOOTBALL

Use evidence from the passq

As you read through The History of American Football for the first time, use your
annotating marks and write important notes in the margin. Then, answer these questions

2. When and where was the

Text Evidence Que
EXAMPLE SENTENCE
3. Who is known as the “Fatl |. What is the main idea of

Y. Who was the first profes]
K © | 2 List three details that sug]

S. Describe the first footbd . , DEFINITION | SYNONYM

3. Give 2 ways that Walter

WORD
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EXAMPLE SENTENCE has changed over time

C)
b)
5. Explain why interest in professional football picked up after Worll

6. Explain why television changed the world of football
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You have been given the task of creating a brand-new professional football team Decide on a team
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€ Passage to answer the following Questions:

Text Evidence Questions:
. What is the main idea of the passage?

Some answersg moy \/‘Gf‘y

The game of footbaqll has changed in many ways through the years
2 List three details that Support the main ideq:
o) s first 9ame was quite q pjt like soccer
Before long, severql colleges were playing rugby-style football
Professional foothq officially began when four clubs joined together 4o
form the ssional Footbqll Association in 1920
ing to move down the fielq i
a certain number of downs, He started the ll-man team
4. Cite 2 Pieces of evidence from the text that show how foothall equipment
has changed over time.
a)  The first footballs ysed were actually pigs’ bladders
b) Helmets were not used unil the 19205
S. Explain why interest in professiong| football picked up after World War 1T
Television brought football into the living rooms of homes everywhere
6. Explain why television changed the world of foothql|
IV brought new money fo the sport. Talented Players gained contracts £

Ore money than eyer thought possible




