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Reading Passage

Have you ever wondered why the dropping
of a large, brightly lit sphere is watched and
celebrated by millions of viewers on New
Year's Eve? For over one hundred years,
this famous event has taken place in the
heart of New York City, at Times Square

Alfred Ochs, member of a German-Jewish
immigrant family, had bought The New York
Times in 1896 with his life-savings and a plan
for success. Part of this plan included moving the headquarters of the
newspaper to downtown Manhattan. The new building was completed in 1904
It was the second-tallest building in Manhattan and was located at the
intersection of 7*" Avenue, Broadway, and 42" Street.

Mr. Ochs was ready to celebrate. He spared no expense in planning his
celebration party. The event included an all-day street festival with many food
and game booths, followed by a massive fireworks display set off from his new
building. When midnight arrived, the New York Times building was lit from top
to bottom as a greeting for the New Year, and a cheerful eruption of noise from
over 200,000 party-goers could be heard over thirty miles away.

This New Year's Eve party was such a huge success that it became the
traditional way for New York City residents and visitors to welcome in the new
year. By 1907, the city had banned the fireworks display because of safety
concerns. Alfred Ochs was not one to give up easily. He wanted the Times
Square celebration to continue on . He made e
lighted ball lowered from the top of his bujlg the New Year. At
exactly midnight, a 700 pound, illumjg bden sphere was
lowered to signal the end of 138
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Writing Project

A New Tradition

A New Tradition

Name
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Many people celebrate the New Year by watching the ball drop from Times Square in New York

City. If you could create o new tradition for hundreds of thousands of people to bring in the New

Year, what would it be? Use the boxes below o plan, then write your essay on the following page
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