REPTILES

READING PASSAGE SHORTCUTS

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS .
Short, High-Interest

Name

THE TORTOISE

Can you imagine going for a year without even a drop of
water to drink? That's exactly what some desert tortoises
are able to do. These unique creatures live on the land,
unlike their close relatives, the turtles, which live much of
their lives in water. Tortoises are perfectly adapted for
surviving in the dry environments, where many of them live.
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THE TORTOISE

Can you imagine going for a year without even a drop of
water to drink? That's exactly what some desert tortoises
are able to do. These unique creatures live on the land,
unlike their close relatives, the turtles, which live much of
their lives in water. Tortoises are perfectly adapted for
surviving in the dry environments, where many of them live.

There are many varieties of tortoises that have been
roaming the earth since they first emerged 200 million years
ago. For example, giant tortoises such as the Galapagos
tortoise can weigh 500 pounds or even more! These
tortoises can live 100 years or longer. However, smaller
desert tortoises weigh about 10 pounds and live about 50
years.

Tortoises have very slow metabolisms. This means they
can go for long periods of time without eating or drinking.
Very slow movers, many tortoises spend long periods of
time napping or burrowing underground. Desert tortoises in
particular spend about 95 percent of their time underground.
They do this to avoid the sweltering desert temperatures.
When they do move around, they nibble on plants, including
cacti.

When scared, tortoises withdraw within their shells to
protect their heads and limbs. The reptile’s front legs are
longer than the back legs so that they can move over
obstacles. A tortoise’s front claws are used for digging
burrows or nests for laying eggs.

Tortoises are some of the oldest creatures on the planet,
having existed since the time of the dinosaurs. We can help
make sure that tortoises continue to enjoy their relaxed lives
by protecting their habitats.
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ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

How long can a desert tortoise survive without water?
a) 10 years b) 1year c¢) 200 days

What does the word nibble mean?
a) fall b) chew c) crawl

Describe the habitat where tortoises often live.

What does it mean that “tortoises have very slow
metabolisms™?

Describe the roles of the front legs and front claws:
a)

b)

How much of their time do desert tortoises spend
underground?

c) 95%

i
Dinosaurs existed long before tortoisESGs
True or False?
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Each informational passage is V2 page for a reading in a short fime-frame.
The gquestions are both multiple choice and open ended.

REPTILES

READING PASSAGE SHORTCUTS

5 Reptile Passages:
American Alligator
American Crocodile
Tortoise

Sea Turtle

lguana




REPTILES

ANNOTATION GUIDE INCLUDED
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ANNOTATING MARKS

As you read through the passage,
make the following marks on your page.

dE =

* Number the paragraphs.

. powerful words or
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& =thing that makes you
of a question.

ANNOTATING MARKS

As you read through the passage,
make the following marks on your page.
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Number the paragraphs.

powerful words or
phr

ases.

Underline words or phrases
you do not understand.

Place a question mark near
something that makes you

think of a question. ol

Write an exclamation mark
near something that surprises
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